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We Care Calls for National Recognition
of Informal Caregivers
Company Announces We Care’s Recognition Program

OCTOBER 7, 2010 (Toronto) -   In recognition of the increasingly important role played by the estimated two million informal caregivers – family members and friends of Canada’s elderly – We Care Health Services is calling for the establishment of a National Informal Caregivers Appreciation Week.

“Informal caregivers,” says John Schram, President and CEO of We Care, “are people who dedicate tremendous amounts of time and energy to the care of their loved ones.” A recent study by the Canadian Institute for Health Information (CIHI) showed that 98 per cent of seniors living at home receive some level of this kind of support, saving the health care system billions of dollars annually. Unfortunately, many of these caregivers are under-supported, stressed out and at risk of burn out. “They deserve our recognition and our thanks,” Schram said, adding that greater awareness of their role in home health care is a vital first step in promoting government intervention.

“By promoting a National Informal Caregiver Appreciation Week, we hope to kick-start that heightened awareness,” he added. “To that end, we will be promoting the event to occur during the second week in May.” That date coincides with recognition events in British Columbia and in Nova Scotia. 

On May 10, 2011 all of We Care’s 50 locations across Canada will hold activities in their communities to recognize and support caregivers in their area. “As part of our lobbying effort, we need to document their stories and add a human reality to the statistics,” said Sue Kelly, the firm’s Director of Health and Wellness. A series of workshops, information sessions and community activities are being planned.

October 2010 marks the 10th anniversary of We Care’s own National Home Care Worker Appreciation Week in which we recognize the care and dedication of our staff.  We want to extend this recognition to informal caregivers in our communities who make such a difference in the lives of others.

We Care Health Services is a leading national provider of in-home care and support services. With over 50 locations across Canada, We Care provides professional and compassionate care that allows seniors and others to live independent lives in the comfort of their own homes. 

For more information, contact:
Barbara Toccacelli
We Care Health Services LP
Office:  647.259.1175     Cell: 416.993.6546     Email: barbara_toccacelli@wecare.ca    Web:  www.wecare.ca
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